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FALSE CLAIM

Was a Young Woman Killed in Enemay Woreda for Allegedly
Obtaining a Voter Registration Card?

On May 24, 2026, a Facebook page named Gedeo Jabati, which has over
13,000 followers, shared the image attached below claiming that "a horrifying
murder was committed against a young woman because she had taken an
election card.

The claim alleges that a young woman in Enemay (Bichena) Woreda, East
Gojjam Zone of the Amhara Region, was abducted, gang raped, and brutally
killed by armed men after obtaining a voter registration card to participate in
the election. The post further claims the attack was intended to intimidate the
local community and discourage people from taking voter cards.
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In his Amharic word it said “MAT¢ AAA MThéd BT HY MRT98 (NFF)
M¢&7 “FOoCER, MCE MAEFRA” NOZA FoA78+ NATE S MM+ AR H7IFT AT
angd EF D04 ADT Mt #gedeo jabati PANMAMIF Jo7E% x7ETPR.+:
ELLk PHADODF M170% 14 &7 2018 5.97. n9fi+ 2:30 1%+ AN, b0k
+HEF DM+ BJE PO07°ZM 00117 APO0MG® POOCER, NCE MAS ME Mt
NOOOOAPH AR A4F%FT NANAMLOF N7 g FMEPF A TF + A0
FOE7 AOPET AL PO9% PHCA LtAd ANAT A7&ZTTMHRT +MEFPE MMty
N7kt NAA ME BN AN NIDOAE DUEDNAY PIEET AnES DOELC M7EA
ATIOFIFA: FMEFPTE 877 ndMeg SLL4 PLADT MANTNMLOR TPUNA
AL TIC AFO07HY G «“4FOP7 JPCEE, NCE MRET” PO2A PHE DDAORY

AP NtALPER A7ELFY FOREa::

It has been reported that a horrific and brutal killing was committed against a young
woman in Enemay (Bichena) Woreda,

East Gojjam Zone of the Amhara Region,

allegedly because she had ,taken a voter

registration card. According to local

sources under the hashtag #gedeo_

jabati, the incident reportedly occurred

on May 22, 2026 (Ginbot 14, 2018 E.C))

at around 8:30 PM. The victim, a young

woman, was returning home after

obtaining a voter registration card in

order to exercise her constitutional right

to vote when she was allegedly abducted

by armed men operating in the area.

Eyewitnesses and close family members

of the deceased stated that after

abducting the young woman, the armed

men reportedly took her to a forested

area where they first subjected her to

gang rape. Itis alleged that the attackers

committed this horrifying act to spread

terror among the local community and

to send a threatening message saying,

Why did you take a voter registration

card? ,The act is completely inhumane

and horrifying. The young woman was Screenshot: of the Facebook post
made to suffer terribly before losing her C€aptured onMay 23,2026
life, said a local resident who requested

anonymity, expressing deep sorrow.”
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The CARD fact-checking team reviewed the Facebook page and found that it
primarily shares content that appears supportive of the government.

As part of its verification, the team examined the claim circulated on the page
and found it to be false and misleading. Although the claim has been reshared
by more than 80 Facebook pages, officials have denied its accuracy. The Head
of the Enemay Woreda Communication Office and security officials from the
East Gojjam Zone Police Department confirmed to the Card fact-checking
team that the information being circulated is false.

Verdict: False and Misleading: The claim shared on the Facebook page
is false and misleading. Verification by local government and police officials
found no evidence to support the claim, despite its circulation on social media.

page 4



Election Related
Fact-Checking Report

MISLEADING IMAGE

Does This Photo Show a Roadblock During Ethiopia’s
2026 7th General Election?

As the voting day for the 7th General Election drew near, the Amhara Fano
National Movement (AFNM), an armed group operating in the Amhara Region,
announced a five-day movement restriction or blockade from May 29 to
June 2. Following the announcement, various claims and messages began
circulating on social media.
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Following this, different posts were shared on different platforms. One of the
pages on A Facebook account Sintayehu Chekol, with over 114K followers,
recently shared a photo. The post claims an image was taken as part of the /th
Ethiopian General Election in 2026. Since we shared this information the post
had close to 6K likes, over 200 comments and over 300 accounts shared each
other.

Screenshot: of Amhara Fano National Screenshot: of the Facebook post
Movement from X (Twitter) shared by “Sintayehu Chekol” on May
29,2026

The CARD Fact-Checking Team conducted a Google reverse image search and
found that the image was first posted on April 11, 2023, on the Facebook page
"‘Wogderes Tenaw M7 E £ 1 [TLY [F which has approximately 88,000 followers.
Based on this verification, the team confirmed that the post is misleading. The
Image is old and is being recirculated without its original context, creating a
false impression about current events.

As part of our verification, we found conflicting information about transportation
services in the Amhara Region. The Amhara media network reported that there
were no transportation disruptions and that vehicles were operating normally.
However, during phone interviews with officials from the Amhara Police
Commission, bus station authorities, and Wollo University, we were told that
vehicle operations had been suspended.
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Because of these conflicting accounts, we could not independently confirm
the current transportation situation. However, our verification confirmed that
the image being shared is old. A reverse image search showed that it was first
posted in April 2023 and is not related to the current situation.

Screenshot: of the Facebook post shared by “wogderes
Tenaw M7 & ¢ i MLE 0 “ on Aprill 11, 2023.

Verdict: Misleading
The image is outdated and is being shared without its original context. There

IS No evidence that it shows a current event. Using an old image to support a
current claim creates a misleading impression.
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MISLEADING IMAGE
Is This an Official NEBE Ballot Paper and Does It Display

the Correct Candidate Order?

The /th general election is scheduled for June 1, 2026. In relation to the
election, different social media outlets are circulating images of ballot papers;
some claim they are forged, while others state they are actual official ballot
papers.

The Card Fact-Checking Team verified that a Facebook page called "Geepa
Voice,” which has 20K followers, shared an image with a stamp and claimed:
‘In the Bulen and Wonbera constituency ballot paper, this is the order in which
parliamentary candidates appear. #Dr_Mebrate is on the third row.” The page
is presenting this claim as if it represents an official ballot paper.
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The team verified the claim using reverse image search on Google and
consulted regional fact-checkers to investigate it. They also reached out to
‘Geepa Voice,” political parties in the region, and the National Electoral Board
of Ethiopia (NEBE) to seek clarification and explain the situation.

One of the contestants stated that there has been no such claim so far in
the Bulen and Wembera woreda. NEBE also clarified that the image shown
in the post is not an actual ballot paper. Prior to printing ballot papers, NEBE
conducted a ballot paper lottery process. During this process, representatives
of political parties and candidates were invited to observe the lottery and
determine their order on the ballot. The representatives were provided with
printed sheets showing the assigned order, similar to the image shown in the
post. Therefore, the image does not represent an official ballot paper; rather, it
appears to resemble documents used during the ballot lottery process.

Forensic analysis

Screenshot: of of the Facebook page “Geepa Voice”
dated May 31, 2026

Verdict: False and misleading. The image is not an official NEBE ballot paper
and does not show the actual ballot order for Bulen and Wembera woreda.
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MISLEADING IMAGE

Did a Political Group Breach Electoral Rules by Using Forged
Candidate Photos, Election Symbols, and Fake Ballot Boxes?

As the seventh general election day approached, numerous ballot papers
circulated on social media. Similar claims appeared across different regions,
spreading here and there in the lead-up to the election. Source link:

One of these claims was posted by a Facebook page called "F F F J°C 55, 71 2 A
Al T7." The post claimed that on May 24, 2026, in Wacha Woreda, Kafa Zone,
South West Region, the photos of opposition candidates on ballot papers had
been covered up. It also claimed that fake candidate photos, election symbols,
and ballot boxes that looked like official voting materials had been prepared.
The claim spread widely on social media and raised concerns that the election
process in the Wacha constituency had been unfairly influenced. It also led to
suspicions that the photos of opposition candidates had been changed and
that fake election materials had been produced.
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Screenshot of a post shared by the Facebook page “FIF TPLEL AA AT on May 23, 2026.

To verify the claim, the CARD Fact-Checking Team used tools such as Google
Image Search and also gathered information through interviews and phone
calls with political parties, election officials, independent organizations, local
government institutions, administrative officials, and the National Election
Board of Ethiopia. The Google Image Search and review of the Facebook post
did not find any evidence to support the claim.

The CARD Fact-Checking Team also contacted the National Election Board of
Ethiopia (NEBE), which stated that the ballot papers shown in the post are not
official or sample ballot papers used for voter education. The Board said the
documents do not match its official format, design, size, quality, or content, and
warned that presenting them as real creates false and misleading information.
Further checks with local sources did not support the claim. A representative of
the Prosperity Party in Wacha Woreda and election officials said the Facebook
post was misleading and no such incidents had occurred. The Wacha EZEMA
office did not provide evidence, and officials from the Kafa Zone Communication
Office and Wacha Town Administration also confirmed that the claim was false

Verdict: Misleading
The Team, based on the evidence verified, found no proof to support the

claim and no sign of the reported irregularities. Therefore, the claim is rated
Misleading.

For reference, see NEBE's official mock paper below.
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Official Mock ballot paper of HoPR
Source: NEBE
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