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Social Media Situation Report on the Conflict  in Ethiopia 

August 26 ï September 30, 2021 

Summary 

¶ Reutersô article entitled óTigray forces killed 120 civilians in a village in Amhara region - 

Ethiopia officialsô published on September 8, 2021, accuses Tigrayan forces of massacring 

civilians at Dabat on the 1st and 2nd September. 

¶ According to The Telegraph forces occupying a major city in Tigray i.e., Humera, are 

reportedly throwing thousands of men, women, and children into "concentration camps", 

ñcutting off limbs and dumping mutilated bodies into mass graves as part of an orchestrated 

ethnic purgeò. 

¶ The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) says 29 people have been killed and 

more than 40,000 displaced in attacks in Kiramu Woreda, East Welega Zone of Oromia 

State. The commission said it had received reports that 18 civilians had been killed in three 

separate attacks in Boka Kebele of Kiramu Woreda on September 7 and 8, 2021, while 

another attack in Wolmai Kebele on September 26, 2021, had killed 11 people. The 

commission said it does not have verified information as to who takes the responsibility 

for the attacks. 

¶ U.S President Joe Biden ordered US Department of State to put in place restrictions related 

to security assistance for Ethiopia and a continuation of restrictions for Eritrea. The State 

department on its end said it has implemented policy of denial for exports of defense 

articles and defense services to or for armed forces, police, intelligence, or other internal 

security forces of Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

¶ The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission said that it is concerned by the detention of 19 

women along with their young children in Bulen Woreda of Metekel zone, Benishangul 

Gumuz Region. The commission said the women are wives of suspects wanted in 

connection with the ongoing security related interventions by the Command Post still in 

charge in Metekel Zone and relevant local authorities. The Commission also mentioned the 

arrest of seven men ñsuspected of granting and/or releasing on bailò suspects whom, 

authorities have told the Commission, later absconded on their bail. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/09/05/ethiopias-tigrayans-rounded-mutilated-dismembered-civil-war/?fbclid=IwAR0CmeLCkHn2SN6K13-cz5JBe3BWJxW_hkqcV7F5iMOgea8pdhY6NZIQfkE
https://twitter.com/StateDeptPM/status/1440003898673143816?s=20
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¶ According to a briefing from ñTigray Foreign Affairs Officeò, 150 people died due to 

starvation in August in Mai Kinetal, Kola Tembien and Tanaua Milash in Central Zone, 

Hawzen in Easter Zone Silawa and Enda Mekoni in Southern Zone as well as IDP camps 

in Shire. 

¶ On August 31, 2021, the Amhara regional government called on high school, technical & 

vocational, university students and teachers to join the fight against Tigrayan armed forces. 

The statement said the region was facing a war for its survival waged against it by forces 

affiliated with the T.P.L.F. ñA war of revenge and cruelty is being inflicted on the peopleò 

of the regional state, the statement said, adding it was a ñcrucial time for us to stand 

together, more than ever, to bury our enemies and ensure our survival in the face of the 

threat to our very existence.ò Accordingly, the regional state called on all able-bodied high 

school and tertiary students as well as teachers and all the youth whose age and health 

qualify and are fit for military service to do their part ñby joining and strengthening our 

defense forces and special forces and playing a supportive role.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=209838221184949&id=103663791802393&m_entstream_source=feed_mobile
https://addisstandard.com/news-amhara-state-calls-on-high-school-technical-vocational-university-students-and-teachers-to-join-the-fight-against-tigrayan-armed-forces/?fbclid=IwAR3e297vuTlsGR5vzx4GTUMAVkMBqDc8n5srZuN_ZxiXe5oWLQArKS2luqE
https://www.facebook.com/AmharaCommunications/posts/6086021921473236
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Context 

It has been 11 months since the beginning of the Federal governmentôs military offensive in Tigray 

region. Ever since the war started, the international community have been putting immense 

pressure on the on all parties to the conflict. However, parties to the conflict have not shown any 

tangible steps to resolve the conflict through dialogue. 

In Tigray region, millions of civilians affected by a 11-month-long war remain under what the 

United Nations calls ña de-facto humanitarian aid blockadeò. With the inability to bring in 

sufficient and sustained levels of humanitarian supplies, cash and fuel, the humanitarian situation 

in the North of Ethiopia is set to worsen dramatically, particularly in Tigray region, where 

communications with the outside world were largely cut off. 

As people in northern Ethiopia remain under the communication blackout, relatives living 

elsewhere have turned to the internet to appeal on their behalf. The diaspora, meanwhile, has used 

the internet to bring to the ongoing conflict to the worldôs attention, including by making YouTube 

and TikTok videos, to sharing personal accounts of escaping the conflict region. 

Unfortunately, these are not all the damage the conflict has done to the nation; the war has incurred 

a huge economic cost, too, that could take years to repair. The skyrocketing inflation on foodstuff 

has been a source of conversation among social media users for a while now. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/statement-acting-humanitarian-coordinator-ethiopia-grant-leaity-operational
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1. Reports of Human Rights Violations 

All sides to the war have been accused of perpetrating human rights abuses and mass killings. 

Reutersô article entitled óTigray forces killed 120 civilians in a village in Amhara region - Ethiopia 

officialsô published on September 8, 2021, accuses Tigrayan forces of massacring civilians at 

Dabat on the 1st and 2nd September. 

 

Figure 1: A screenshot taken from Reuters 

The ñTigray Foreign Affairs Officeò issued a statement on these alleged killings. The statement 

said the allegation was asserted solely based on ñfabricated allegation by the Amhara regional 

government, an entity responsible for horrific acts of mass murder, sexual violence and ethnic 

cleansing in western Tigray, as Reuters has extensively documentedò. The statement ñcategorically 

rejectedò claims of Tigrayan forces involvement in the killing of civilians. The statement 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tigray-forces-killed-120-civilians-amhara-village-ethiopia-officials-2021-09-08/?fbclid=IwAR1BWNyFK0yNyPdI0Fr_6Xih6W6Wnx5sfn1R3asVBBhjDz5hsxqIGEzqXqw
https://www.facebook.com/261522124370013/posts/1204672740054942/?app=fbl


 

5 
 

ñreiterated the callò for an independent investigation into all atrocitiesò. ñTigray Foreign Affairs 

Officeò also said that uncorroborated allegations do not constitute fact. 

 

Figure 2: A statement from ñTigray Foreign Affairs Officeò 

According to The Telegraph, forces occupying a major town in Tigray i.e., Humera, are reportedly 

throwing thousands of men, women, and children into makeshift "concentration camps, cutting off 

limbs and dumping mutilated bodies into mass graves as part of an orchestrated ethnic purgeò. 

Ethnic Amhara forces have been reportedly going "door-to-door" to round up anyone who is ethnic 

Tigrayan in the latest ñharrowing evidence of population cleansingò in the civil war.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Freda_getachew%2Fstatus%2F1435632770122911754%3Fs%3D21%26fbclid%3DIwAR2KOZ4ZU_Qfw3T1IKekOu6meKLaNG0UNfU9kGDRKbvcHTnrSi1O_YT--og&h=AT1CRnD4XvafLGErdGWxPfhICTEpWASlcRmxCQgVplYLfIrvZKqIOIHXBQh5DpPE9nLk5Iv__jgCgQU9hzUVSu__UAAX-iqa8lVche9I6xDO1T_jdnoVcoFYswxstShzorCOHw
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/09/05/ethiopias-tigrayans-rounded-mutilated-dismembered-civil-war/?fbclid=IwAR0CmeLCkHn2SN6K13-cz5JBe3BWJxW_hkqcV7F5iMOgea8pdhY6NZIQfkE
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Figure 3: A screenshot taken from The Telegraph 

A CNN investigation claimed to have uncovered alleged evidence of the torture, mass detention 

and execution of residents in the town of Humera in Tigray region. CNN reported that there are at 

least seven Ethiopian government detention and torture centers in the town of Humera only. The 

report also claimed that more than 70 dead bodies has been found floating on the Sudanese side of 

the Setit River, a river which flows from Humera. CNN suggested that these dead bodies with 

hands tied backwards, and multiple gunshot wounds might be linked to those torture centers. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/09/05/ethiopias-tigrayans-rounded-mutilated-dismembered-civil-war/?fbclid=IwAR0CmeLCkHn2SN6K13-cz5JBe3BWJxW_hkqcV7F5iMOgea8pdhY6NZIQfkE
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2021/09/09/ethiopia-tigray-bodies-recovered-sudan-river-elbagir-pkg-intl-lead-vpx.cnn
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Figure 4: Screenshot of CNNôs report, in which CNN locates the alleged detention and torture 

centers in Humera town 

Reuters citing Sudanôs foreign minister Reported on September 8, 2021, that Sudan summoned 

Ethiopiaôs ambassador to Khartoum to inform him that the corpses found on the banks of the river 

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2021/09/09/ethiopia-tigray-bodies-recovered-sudan-river-elbagir-pkg-intl-lead-vpx.cnn
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-summoned-ethiopias-ambassador-over-29-bodies-found-river-2021-09-08/
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abutting Ethiopia were Ethiopian citizens from the Tigray ethnic group. Sudan's foreign ministry 

reportedly said in a statement on September 8 that the ambassador had been summoned on Aug. 

30 and was told that the bodies had been found between July 26 and Aug. 8 on the Sudanese side 

of the Setit River, known in Ethiopia as the 

Tekeze. 

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission 

(EHRC) says 29 people have been killed and 

more than 40,000 displaced in attacks in 

Kiramu Woreda, East Welega Zone of 

Oromia State. The commission said it had 

received reports that 18 civilians had been 

killed in three separate attacks in Boka 

Kebele of Kiramu Woreda on September 7 

and 8, 2014, while another attack in Wolmai 

Kebele on September 26, 2021, had killed 11 

people. The commission said it does not have 

verified information as to who takes the 

responsibility for the attacks. 

 

Figure 5: A screenshot taken from BBC 

 

 

The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission also said that it is concerned by the detention of 19 

women along with their young children in Bulen Woreda of Metekel zone, Benishangul Gumuz 

Region. The commission said the women are wives of suspects wanted in connection with the 

ongoing security related interventions by the Command Post still in charge in Metekel Zone and 

relevant local authorities. The Commission also mentioned the arrest of seven men ñsuspected of 

granting and/or releasing on bailò suspects whom, authorities have told the Commission, later 

absconded on their bail. 

https://www.bbc.com/amharic/news-58680775
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Ethiopian Human Rights Commission 

(EHRC) alleges that TPLF forces 

targeted civilians in Qobo town and 

surrounding areas. The commission said 

that the armed forces went to house to 

house killing and looting of civilian 

property. 

 

Figure 6: A screenshot taken from 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission 

(EHRC) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EthioHRC/photos/a.274028913074016/1206636469813251/
https://www.facebook.com/EthioHRC/photos/a.274028913074016/1206636469813251/
https://www.facebook.com/EthioHRC/photos/a.274028913074016/1206636469813251/
https://www.facebook.com/EthioHRC/photos/a.274028913074016/1206636469813251/
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Figure 7: A screenshot taken from Whitehouse.gov 

United States President Joe Biden signed an executive order that allows the US government to 

impose sanctions against those responsible for a range of serious human rights abuses in northern 

Ethiopia. Pres. Biden ordered US Department of State to put in place restrictions related to security 

assistance for Ethiopia and a continuation of restrictions for Eritrea. The State department said it 

has implemented policy of denial for exports of defense articles and defense services to or for 

armed forces, police, intelligence, or other internal security forces of Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has written an open letter following US President Joe Biden's decision 

to impose sanctions on participants of the war in northern Ethiopia. He criticized the United States, 

which he described as long-time partner to Ethiopia and strategic ally for security, but "its policy 

towards our country in recent years has not only been surprising but clearly beyond humanitarian 

concern." 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2021%2F09%2F17%2Ffact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-actions-in-response-to-ongoing-crisis-in-northern-ethiopia%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3liqhXaBS-xN0o-CF89sOF3P_zIkE4FbsMjDewDJryEw6qVa7GmPgS-jk&h=AT1CRnD4XvafLGErdGWxPfhICTEpWASlcRmxCQgVplYLfIrvZKqIOIHXBQh5DpPE9nLk5Iv__jgCgQU9hzUVSu__UAAX-iqa8lVche9I6xDO1T_jdnoVcoFYswxstShzorCOHw
https://twitter.com/StateDeptPM/status/1440003898673143816?s=20
https://twitter.com/mfaethiopia/status/1438873508558393345?s=20
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2. Humanitarian Crisis  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: A screenshot taken from 

UNOCHA 

 

 

An estimated 5.2 million people, or 90 percent of the population across the Tigray region, urgently 

need humanitarian assistance, including 400,000 people already facing famine-like conditions. 

Millions are on the brink of going hungry, including 1.7 million people in the bordering areas of 

the Afar and Amhara regions. Young children, pregnant women, and new mothers also suffer 

alarmingly high levels of malnutrition, where UNICEF recently alerted that over 100,000 children 

in Tigray could suffer from life threatening severe acute malnutrition in the next 12 months, which 

according to UNICEF is a tenfold increase compared to the average annual caseload. 

Moreover, UNOCHA announced on September 23, 2021, that the remaining WFP fuel tanker in 

Mekelle, which other agencies had been relying on, was depleted. UNOCHA also mentioned that 

sixty-two trucks of humanitarian supplies arrived in Tigray via Afar, the first convoy to arrive 

since 7 September. 

The United States State Department and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) complained of the worsening humanitarian situation in Tigray, 

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3FLsN2iHQFkphURxg-d30B4NsI_MzvZrjk60mZdhipoVNyDdGthWPeTec
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/statement-acting-humanitarian-coordinator-ethiopia-grant-leaity-operational
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3e297vuTlsGR5vzx4GTUMAVkMBqDc8n5srZuN_ZxiXe5oWLQArKS2luqE
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blamed the delay in delivery of assistance on the Federal government and called for end of 

hostilities and unhindered, unfettered access to population in need. 

On September 1, 2021, the spokesperson of the U.S. State Department Ned Prices discussed the 

situation in Northern Ethiopia. He said, highlighting the worsening humanitarian crisis, ñNearly 

one month after the USAID administrator was on the ground there in Ethiopia, she emphasized the 

dire humanitarian catastrophe that faces 5,2 million. The situation on the ground has gotten worse 

since then.ò 

The spokesperson concluded his remarks on 

Ethiopia by adding, ñWe are concerned of 

any and all reports of humanitarian 

assistance being diverted from those for 

whom it is intended, humanitarian assistance 

must be allowed to reach population in need 

by the government of Ethiopia and all parties 

that include the TPLF, these parties must 

cease violence that only worsens the current 

situation.ò  

 

 

Figure 9: A screenshot taken from Addis 

Standard 

 

UNOCHA on its part complained in a 

briefing released on September 1st about the 

hindering of humanitarian access to Tigray by the federal government. The briefing read, ñOCHA 

reports that the humanitarian situation in Tigray is worsening, with stocks of relief aid, cash and 

fuel running very low or depleted. Partners have run out of stocks for food distribution, except for 

some areas where supplies had already been dispatched. ñThe only access route to Tigray, via Afar 

https://twitter.com/StateDept/status/1433165265269706753
https://twitter.com/StateDept/status/1433165265269706753
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Ftigrinya%2Fnews-58429603%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1x8d7hh4NCmBB3aIuN-BTU-nAwfoHOlQmr_Qh12w2mRiEvSCXOFJTB9rQ&h=AT1CRnD4XvafLGErdGWxPfhICTEpWASlcRmxCQgVplYLfIrvZKqIOIHXBQh5DpPE9nLk5Iv__jgCgQU9hzUVSu__UAAX-iqa8lVche9I6xDO1T_jdnoVcoFYswxstShzorCOHw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Ftigrinya%2Fnews-58429603%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1x8d7hh4NCmBB3aIuN-BTU-nAwfoHOlQmr_Qh12w2mRiEvSCXOFJTB9rQ&h=AT1CRnD4XvafLGErdGWxPfhICTEpWASlcRmxCQgVplYLfIrvZKqIOIHXBQh5DpPE9nLk5Iv__jgCgQU9hzUVSu__UAAX-iqa8lVche9I6xDO1T_jdnoVcoFYswxstShzorCOHw
https://www.unocha.org/story/daily-noon-briefing-highlights-ethiopia-24
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using the Semera-Abala corridor, has been inaccessible since 22 August due to insecurity and 

bureaucratic and logistical challengesò OCHA says.  

The African Union also issued a statement and óurgedô Ethiopian government to step up efforts to 

ensure humanitarian access to the Tigray region to prevent starvation as aid workers struggle to 

reach desperate populationsò. "We know the government of Ethiopia is doing its best, but we want 

more to be done to ensure that people are not starving," Bankole Adeoye, African Union 

Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security, said on September 3, 2021. 

As per AP News, in parts of Tigray 

region, people now eat only green leaves 

for days. At a health center, a mother and 

her newborn weighing just 1.7 pounds 

died from hunger says AP News. AP 

News added that in every district of the 

more than 20 where one aid group works, 

residents have starved to death. 

Figure 10: A screenshot taken from AP News 

According to a briefing from ñTigray Foreign Affairs Officeò, 150 people died due to starvation 

in August in Mai Kinetal, Kola Tembien and Tanaua Milash in Central Zone, Hawzen in Easter 

Zone Silawa and Enda Mekoni in Southern Zone as well as IDP camps in Shire. 

Meanwhile in Tigray, the number of of aid workers killed climbs to 23. The total number of 

humanitarians killed in Tigray since the outset of the conflict has climbed from 12 to 23 as reports 

of the murder of an additional 11 aid workers from the Relief Society of Tigray (REST, an NGO 

https://news.yahoo.com/au-urges-ethiopia-ease-humanitarian-131657570.html
https://apnews.com/article/africa-united-nations-only-on-ap-famine-kenya-ef9fe79cc0cf35917fd190b6e9bd0f46?fbclid=IwAR3zhEBou-v_KvgBqGxEYAD-jPRhlhtckvlfeujxVyjScCTNveW3N6ByPZg
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=209838221184949&id=103663791802393&m_entstream_source=feed_mobile

