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Disclaimer 

This report is produced as part of the CARD’s Social Media Monitoring Project under its Media 
Literacy Program. The project is aimed at creating understanding of social media conversations 
on the conflict in Ethiopia, National Dialogue and Negotiation among Conflict Parties. The 
project receives technical and financial support from partners. 
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Executive Summary 

 

 On January 16, 2022, the U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said he was 

“delighted that after over a year of armed conflict, which has affected millions of people 

across Ethiopia and the rest of the region, there is now a demonstrable effort to make 

peace.”  

 On January 29, 2021, Debretsion Gebremicael, President of Tigray and chairman to the 

Tigray People Liberation Front (TPLF), said there were encouraging signs towards peace 

negotiations. In an interview with BBC, he said there are ongoing efforts to facilitate 

negotiations between Tigray forces and the Federal government. 

 Whereas PM Abiy indicated that there are no negotiations so far, but he is open for any 

future talks. While addressing the members of parliament on February 22, Abiy said 

“We are ready to give peace a chance in order to protect Ethiopia. If the TPLF come to 

their senses, we would be happy to negotiate”. 

 On January 26, Ethiopian parliament lifted state of emergency, which was declared 

November of last year, upon the proposal from the council of ministers due to “changes 

in the security situation in the country”. 

 Amid diplomatic efforts to end conflict in the north, Ethiopia's military says they are 

planning to launch an offensive to Tigray and its capital Mekelle to "eliminate" Tigrayan 

forces. On January 21, Ethiopian Defence Forces (ENDF) deputy army chief General 

Abebaw Tadesse said the country would not be at peace until the Tigrayan forces are 

eliminated, in an interview with state-affiliated media outlet Fana broadcasting 

Corporate (FBC). 

 House of people’s representatives (HPR) announced  approved the list of 11 

commissioners for the National Dialog Commission on February 21. Following the 

approval of the commissioners, allegations that three people who were not included in 

the initial list were selected as commissioners was widely shared on social media. 

House of Peoples Representative says that is not true. 

 On February 16, Amnesty International released a report that accuses Tigrayan forces 

of killing dozens of people, gang-raping dozens of women and girls – some as young as 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-19/un-chief-sees-demonstrable-progress-to-peace-in-ethiopia
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w172xv5kpz8pyk8
https://www.facebook.com/EBCzena/videos/1367705640366867
https://www.facebook.com/541629952535552/posts/5342897449075421
https://www.facebook.com/fanabroadcasting/videos/1131335670970190
https://www.facebook.com/fanabroadcasting/videos/1131335670970190
https://www.facebook.com/123960474361367/posts/4939561289467904/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/100044264657490/posts/496910555127762/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/541629952535552/posts/5367033589995140/?app=fbl
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/ethiopia-tigrayan-forces-murder-rape-and-pillage-in-attacks-on-civilians-in-amhara-towns/
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14 – and looted private and public property around Chenna and Kobo of the Amhara 

region in late August and early September of 2021. 

 Human Rights Watch (HRW) said Ethiopian authorities have arbitrarily detained, 

mistreated, and forcibly disappeared thousands of ethnic Tigrayans recently deported 

from Saudi Arabia. 

 On another note, Al-Jazeera reported that Ethiopian security officers have been 

systematically extorting and abusing Tigrayan civilians held without charge, including 

minors and the elderly, citing alleged victims and their families. Al-Jazeera reported 

some relatives of prisoners reportedly being asked to deliver as much as 500,000 

Ethiopian birr ($10,000) in ransom payments. 

 On February 6, a video of the Ten members of Somali prosperity party announcing their 

departure from the party has circulated widely on social media.  These members 

complained about “the corruption, maladministration in the regional administration”. 

They called on the national central committee of the ruling party to take corrective 

measures.  

 United Nation's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs UNOCHA, reported 

all-time lowest food distribution in Tigray “as stock and fuel almost entirely exhausted 

reaching only about 10,000 people between 6-12 January”.  

 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://twitter.com/hrw/status/1478593128785489926?s=21&fbclid=IwAR0JUEldolOJn_8O80E0jOXF6GghkO1mHdkKhX78UOtD6sikB3eaf7HazkY
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/10/ethiopian-officials-accused-of-extorting-tigrayan-detainees?fbclid=IwAR1ItjA7TfbzV7ywVIGskAGHarwP1-CIkGl4YOVlBOXhjNlseJ17e8yqNRQ
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=397894002093547
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3FLsN2iHQFkphURxg-d30B4NsI_MzvZrjk60mZdhipoVNyDdGthWPeTec
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Contexts and Developments 

 Various developments have been observed during this reporting period in Ethiopia. The course 

of events conveys mixed messages. There seems to be apparent progress on dialogue between 

the FDRE government and the Tigray government. The breakout of Tigrayan religious factions 

from the federal level religious administration adds another complexity into the situation. 

Major religious groups in Tigray (the Orthodox Church, Islamic Institution and Evangelical 

Church) have announced their departure to form Tigray-wide independent institutions. 

There has been sporadic fighting in various parts of the country. Fighting was reported in areas 

of Afar region bordering the Tigray region. The UN says the fighting has impacted the access 

to humanitarian aid. United Nation's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

UNOCHA, reported all-time lowest food distribution in Tigray “as stock and fuel almost entirely 

exhausted reaching only about 10,000 people between 6-12 January”. 

On another note, the story of religious treasures being sold online has been controversial 

among social media users. The Times reported “Centuries-old manuscripts, Bibles and scrolls 

are being offered to collectors for as little as a few hundred pounds on sites including eBay, 

months after heritage experts warned of the “cultural cleansing” of the northern Tigray 

region.” Many social media users campaigned  that the acts were “cultural cleansing “. 

 

https://www.cardeth.org/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3FLsN2iHQFkphURxg-d30B4NsI_MzvZrjk60mZdhipoVNyDdGthWPeTec
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ethiopian-relics-on-ebay-may-have-been-looted-from-tigray-experts-fear-2w2rbjsdx
https://twitter.com/janeflan/status/1491697939630243844
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Viral Issues 

Here you give introduction of what this section has, viral issues, how you made the decision to 

select a few of them, etc. Then, you will list them in numbers from 1 to N. The order of 

numbering should be based on which one has more conversation over the other and which 

was much viral than the other. The last appearing should be the least discussed while the first 

appearing is the most discussed or influential. 

1. Reports of Diplomatic Efforts and National Dialogue  

On January 16, 2022, the U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres reportedly had “a telephone 

conversation” with the African Union High Representative for the Horn of Africa, Olusegun 

Obasanjo, to exchange views with him on the conflict in Ethiopia following the latter’s latest 

visit to Addis Ababa and Mekelle. In a statement, Mr. Guterres said he was “delighted that after 

over a year of armed conflict, which has affected millions of people across Ethiopia and the 

rest of the region, there is now a demonstrable effort to make peace.” 

On January 29, 2021, Debretsion Gebremicael, President of Tigray and chairman to the Tigray 

People Liberation Front (TPLF), said there were encouraging signs towards peace negotiations. 

In an interview with the BBC, he said there are ongoing efforts to facilitate negotiations 

between Tigray forces and the Federal government. He also indicated that there are ongoing 

talks with the federal government. 

Whereas PM Abiy indicated that there are no negotiations so far, but he is open for any future 

talks. While addressing the members of parliament on February 22, Abiy said “We are ready to 

give peace a chance in order to protect Ethiopia. If the TPLF come to their senses, we would 

be happy to negotiate”. 

Annette Weber, EU Special Representative for the Horn of Africa, said “Regarding the 

designation of terrorism or the delisting, there are discussions right now, that there is a 

possibility – of course it goes through the parliament. And of course, after delisting is 

engagement with the TPLF because that is necessary if there is an agreement on the cessation 

of hostility and ceasefire”. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-19/un-chief-sees-demonstrable-progress-to-peace-in-ethiopia
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-19/un-chief-sees-demonstrable-progress-to-peace-in-ethiopia
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https://www.facebook.com/EBCzena/videos/1367705640366867
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She further said that based on her recent conversation with Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, she 

thinks “there is a path towards peace” in Ethiopia. She also added “Speaking to Prime Minister 

Abiy Ahmed yesterday, my sense is that what we have seen in the last couple of weeks, the 

changes…release of political prisoners, stopping the advance by the ENDF towards Tigray, 

releasing people, mainly Tigrayans…I think there is a path that is clearly towards peace, and he 

did speak about this.” 

 

Figure 1: Screenshot taken from Addis Standard 

 Deputy-secretary General of the United Nations, Amina Mohammed arrived in Ethiopia and 

visited Amhara, Tigray, Afar and Somali regions that are affected by war and drought. At the 

end of her visit to Ethiopia she said the country was in “a much better place” to resolve the 

conflict. “There is much more conversation and dialogue and talk around the national dialogue 

itself and the way to peace”, Amina Mohammed told journalists attending a press conference 

at the airport, as she left Addis Ababa.  

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Tigray President Debretsion Gebremichael mentioned a list of issues that he calls “non-

negotiable”. In a press conference, Debretsion said issues of “keeping the Tigrayan army intact, 

restoring the territorial integrity of the Tigray region and dispensation of justice for the 

genocide committed in Tigray” cannot be negotiated. 

On another note, Wazema radio reported on February 22 that US Embassy in Ethiopia opened 

a new field office in Mekelle, capital of Tigray, to provide consular services. Whereas, SHEGER 

FM reported that the US Embassy in Addis Ababa has denied such allegations of opening a 

consulate office in Mekelle. 

On January 26, Ethiopian parliament lifted state of emergency, which was declared November 

of last year, upon the proposal from the council of ministers due to “changes in the security 

situation in the country”. Following this development, U.S Embassy in Ethiopia issued 

statement that the lifting of the state of emergency in Ethiopia is another important step by 

the Government of Ethiopia to pave the way for a peaceful resolution of the ongoing conflict. 

“We urge that this move be immediately followed by the release of all individuals arrested or 

detained without charge under the state of emergency” says the statement. Moreover, the 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission called for the immediate release of those detained in 

connection with the state of emergency. 

Amid diplomatic efforts to end conflict in the north, Ethiopia's military says they are planning 

to launch an offensive to Tigray and its capital Mekelle to "eliminate" Tigrayan forces. On 

January 21, Ethiopian Defence Forces (ENDF) deputy army chief General Abebaw Tadesse said 

the country would not be at peace until the Tigrayan forces are eliminated, in an interview with 

state-affiliated media outlet Fana broadcasting Corporate (FBC). 

It is to be recalled that on December 23, 2021, the Federal government communication 

services said, the “first phase of campaign for multinational unity” has achieved its primary 

goal of “forcing the terrorist group leave from the occupied areas and ensuring they will no 

longer be a threat to Ethiopia” and that “well considered measures” will be taken in the near 

future. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=409042520979086
https://twitter.com/Wazemaradio/status/1495970297668845568?s=20&t=7yF8na6q-WeaFbeoWZ_kCA
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https://www.facebook.com/541629952535552/posts/5342897449075421
https://et.usembassy.gov/on-the-lifting-of-the-state-of-emergency-in-ethiopia/
https://www.facebook.com/202584253551816/posts/1302492800227617/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/fanabroadcasting/videos/1131335670970190
https://www.facebook.com/fanabroadcasting/posts/4724762367614465
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On his January 21 interview, General Abebaw, said “Finishing phase one means there is phase 

two. Mekelle and Tigray are the territory of Ethiopia. No one will stop us; we will enter, we will 

destroy the enemy. There is no doubt about that".  

"The people of Ethiopia shouldn't think that it is over. It is not over. The point here is that we 

have stopped because we must prepare ourselves. This enemy is still there, and it must be 

absolutely eliminated. We will not negotiate with them" said the general. 

 

Figure 2: Screenshot taken from FBC 

In a response to General Abebaw’s interview, Getachew Reda, Spokesperson to the TPLF and 

member of Tigray Central Command said, “We are not losing sleep over Abebaw’s plan!”. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Figure 3: A tweet from Getachew Reda 

Meanwhile in Tigray, opposition parties, Tigray independence party and Salsay Weyane Tigray 

proposed the establishment of a new transitional government that comprises all political 

forces in Tigray in order to lead the transition. In a joint statement, the parties said, “We call 

on our people to join hands and exert all kinds of pressure on the TPLF so that it accepts this 

demand and spare the struggle for survival from failure”. 

On another development, House of people’s representatives (HPR) listed 42 nominee 
commissioners for the National Dialogue Commission (NDC) on February 4. Oromo Liberation 
Front (OLF), Oromo Federalist Congress (OFC), and Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) 
said called the procedures followed to do so “unfair and unrepresentative”. Similarly Ethiopian 
Political Parties Joint Council (EPPJC), a coalition of more than 53 legally registered political 
parties in Ethiopia, released a statement requesting the House of People’s Representatives to 
temporarily halt the ongoing proceedings to select the eleven commissioners to lead the 
National Dialogue Commission (NDC). 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/100044956232399/posts/463072521867952/?app=fbl
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Figure 4: Screenshot taken from BBC 

Despite such opposition from parties, House of people’s representatives (HPR) announced  

approved the list of 11 commissioners for the Commission on February 21. Following the 

approval of the commissioners, Balderas for True Democracy party, said the National Dialogue 

Commission has “failed before its formation”. Moreover, allegations that three people who 

were not included in the initial list were selected as commissioners was widely shared on social 

media. House of Peoples Representative says that is not true. 

It is to be recalled that Spokesperson to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dina Mufti, said there 
is fine distinction between national dialogue and negotiations and “terrorist TPLF” is not part 
of it. 

2. Human Rights Violation  

On February 16, Amnesty International released a report that accuses Tigrayan forces of killing 

dozens of people, gang-raping dozens of women and girls – some as young as 14 – and looted 

private and public property around Chenna and Kobo of the Amhara region in late August and 

early September of 2021. “The Tigray External Affairs Office” responded to Amnesty 

International’s Report on the alleged Human Rights Violations in Amhara towns that “Tigray 

army doesn't Condone the deliberate targeting of civilians” and “only an independent 

investigation by an impartial international body can get to the bottom of all atrocities”. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/123960474361367/posts/4939561289467904/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=526232142401379&set=a.496917538666173
https://www.facebook.com/100044264657490/posts/496910555127762/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/100044264657490/posts/496910555127762/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/541629952535552/posts/5367033589995140/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=929453844358005
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/ethiopia-tigrayan-forces-murder-rape-and-pillage-in-attacks-on-civilians-in-amhara-towns/
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Figure 5: Screenshot taken from Amnesty International 

The UNOCHA reported on 24 February that thousands of Eritrean refugees fled Barahle 

refugee camp and its surroundings in Afar after fighting engulfed the area. The 

refugees reportedly said that at least five refugees were killed, and several women kidnapped 

after unidentified gunmen entered the camp on 3 February. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said Ethiopian authorities have arbitrarily detained, mistreated, 
and forcibly disappeared thousands of ethnic Tigrayans recently deported from Saudi Arabia. 
Deportees were reportedly held in facilities throughout Ethiopia: in centers in Addis Ababa; in 
Semera, Afar region; in Shone, Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region; and in 
Jimma, Oromia region. HRW says Saudi Arabia should stop holding Tigrayans in abhorrent 
conditions and deporting them to Ethiopia, and instead help the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to provide them with international protection. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Figure 6: A tweet from Human Rights Watch 

On another note, Al-Jazeera reported that Ethiopian security officers have been systematically 

extorting and abusing Tigrayan civilians held without charge, including minors and the elderly, 

citing alleged victims and their families. Al-Jazeera reported some relatives of prisoners 

reportedly being asked to deliver as much as 500,000 Ethiopian birr ($10,000) in ransom 

payments. 

In a response to these allegations, Awel Sultan, communications head at the justice ministry 
reportedly “Several federal and municipal police commission members have been charged 
with bribery”. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Figure 7: Screenshot taken from Al-Jazeera 
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The Globe and Mail citing survivors reported on January 20 that Somali troops have committed 

atrocities in Tigray. The Globe and Mail says they have obtained eyewitness reports of 

massacres by Somali troops embedded with Eritrean forces in Tigray in the early months of the 

war.  

 

Figure 8: Screenshot taken from The Globe and Mail 

Ethiopian human rights commission (EHRC) released a report on February 2, that government 
security forces killed 14 members of community Gadda leaders and kidnapped other civilians 
in Karrayu Oromia region on December 1 of last year. EHRC reported that the Gadda leaders 
were killed under the custody of government security forces. On the other end, Oromia 
regional government issued a statement claiming that Oromo liberation front (OLA) is 
responsible for killing the leaders Karrayu. On February 3, state media reported that Oromia 
Police Commission arrested two people who allegedly participated on the killings in Karrayu.  

On February 7, Ethiopian press agency announced that 168 civilians are killed in Kellem wollega 

zone of the Oromia region by the Oromia liberation army (OLA). Spokesperson of OLA, Odaa 

Tarbii  tweeted that the allegation made against OLA by the state media was a fabricated news.  

Political parties including National Movement of Amhara (NAMA), Ethiopian Citizens for Social 

Justice (EZEMA) and Balderas for True Democracy also released statements, asked for 

perpetrators to be brought to justice immediately. NAMA blamed the government for its 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-somali-troops-committed-atrocities-in-tigray-as-new-alliance-emerged/
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“direct and indirect involvement in the crime”. EZEMA on its statement stated that the act was 

an indication of lack of commitment and gross negligence from the government. Similarly, 

Balderas party released a statement on the issue saying “A government that has not been able 

to save the lives of its people must be told enough”.  

3. Aerial Strikes and Sporadic Fighting   

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) reported armed clashes, 

with reported use of heavy weapons and airstrikes, continued to be reported in multiple 

locations in Afar Region mainly in Berhale, Erebti, Koneba, and Abala woredas, all in Kilbeti 

zone. “The hostilities are putting the civilian lives at risk and hindering humanitarian access and 

delivery of aid to those affected areas” says UNOCHA. 

Afar regional state Communication Affairs Office reported that TPLF is committing genocide 

against the people of Afar. “Junta must immediately stop its ongoing genocide against the 

peace-loving Afar people!” said the office in its Facebook page. 

Similarly, Afar regional state announced on February 5 that Tigrayan forces advanced towards 

a checkpoint at Serdo, on the highway that links Ethiopia to Djibouti. The regional state also 

announced they have massacred civilians, looted, and destroyed institutions, and displaced 

300,000 peoples. 

On another respect, Ethiopian aerial strikes in Tigray has been reported throughout January. 

The biggest number of civilian casualties was reportedly recorded in an airstrike at a camp for 

internally displaced people in the town of Dedebit of north-west Tigray, near the border 

with Eritrea. It has reportedly killed 56 people and wounded at least 30. The airstrike 

reportedly took place on January 8, 2022. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Figure 9: A Screenshot taken from The Guardian 

Another airstrike that was reported by the international media outlets and widely shared on 

social media was the one reportedly took place in the town of Mai Tsebri killing at least 17 

people, mostly women, and wounded dozens. 

 

Figure 10: Screenshot taken from Al-Jazeera 

According to Dimtsi Weyane Television, several drone attacks took place in Korem, Samre and 
Mai-chew on January 15, 2022. “The drone attack in Korem targeted people gathered for the 

http://www.cardeth.org/
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Saturday market of the town killing 12 people including a 5-months-old child and injuring 23 
people” says Dimtsi Weyane.  

Another air strike hit a refugee camp in northern Tigray, killing three Eritrean refugees, 
including two children, Reuters reported on January 7, 2022. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) confirmed the drone strikes 

on 15 January against Maychew, Korem in Samre towns in Southern and South-Eastern zones 

in Tigray “killing a dozen of civilians and injuring several others”. UNOCHA also reported 

airstrike on 13 January on two stationary vehicles in May Tsebri town, in North-Western Zone 

of Tigray, with no reported casualties. 

Ethiopian Press Agency (EPA) reported that Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) is destroying public 
and private infrastructure. EPA says “Terrorist Shene has destroyed more than 178-million-birr 
worth of public and private property in Chobi town of West Shoa Zone, Oromia”. 

Figure 11: Screenshot taken from Reuters 
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https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3FLsN2iHQFkphURxg-d30B4NsI_MzvZrjk60mZdhipoVNyDdGthWPeTec
https://www.facebook.com/100069403920568/posts/228418846148245
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Figure 12: An image of a destroyed pickup allegedly in Chobi town 

OLA released a report that “OLA forces took action against a regime military convoy that was 

part of Abiy Ahmed and Shimeles Abdisa’s security detail during their visit to Yabelo. One 

vehicle carrying 18 members of the Republican Guard was completely destroyed and a second 

escaped after sustaining severe damage.” However, the Ethiopian government has not yet 

given any response. 

Amhara Media Corporation Reported on February 8 that a group disguised as Fano had broken 

several prisoners out of different prisons in the town of Nefas Mewcha, south Gondar, Amhara 

region. Amhara region police commissioner Tekola Ayfokru says the organized group also 

looted properties. South Gondar zone administration head Mr. Tilahun Dejene reported that 

16 people were killed in their attempt to set free inmates from the prisons.  

Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) reported the appointment of General Mesele Belete 

as the new commander of Amhara Regional Special Forces to replace the recently removed 

former commander Brigadier General Teferra Mamo. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://olacommunique.com/2022/02/06/ola-update-20-6th-february-2022/
https://www.facebook.com/118697174971952/posts/1740575729450747
https://www.facebook.com/EBCzena/posts/5350575624974270
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Figure 13: Screenshot taken from Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) 

4. Religious Factions Breakout    

Orthodox Christian Church leaders in Tigray announced on February 10 that they are breaking 
out from Ethiopian Orthodox Christian church synod to establish Tigray Orthodox Christian 
Church synod. The church leaders pointed out that the ongoing “genocidal attack declared on 
the Tigray people” by the Ethiopian government killed religious leaders and looted ancient 
church artifacts and belongings without any condemnation or reaction from the Ethiopian 
church and this was the driving force to the establishment of the regional patriarchate. 

Similarly, the Tigray Islamic Affairs Supreme Council decided to break out from Ethiopian 
Islamic Affairs Supreme council. The Tigray Supreme Council also claimed the Ethiopian Islamic 
Affairs Supreme council has not condemned the genocide, rather actively supported the 
campaign. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=437063968118522
https://www.facebook.com/375713289640371/posts/1094756041069422/?app=fbl
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Figure 14: Screenshot of a story from Tigray Tv entitled as “Tigray Islamic Affairs Supreme Council cut ties with 
Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme council” 

On another note, the story of religious treasures being sold online was controversial among 
social media users. The Times reported “Centuries-old manuscripts, Bibles and scrolls are being 
offered to collectors for as little as a few hundred pounds on sites including eBay, months after 
heritage experts warned of the “cultural cleansing” of the northern Tigray region.” Many social 
media users campaigned  that the acts were “cultural cleansing”. 

 

Figure 15: Screenshot taken from The Times reported 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ethiopian-relics-on-ebay-may-have-been-looted-from-tigray-experts-fear-2w2rbjsdx
https://twitter.com/janeflan/status/1491697939630243844
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5. Humanitarian Crises    

United Nation's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs UNOCHA, reported all-time 

lowest food distribution in Tigray “as stock and fuel almost entirely exhausted reaching only 

about 10,000 people between 6-12 January”.  

Since 12 July, only 8 per cent of the 16,000 trucks with the needed humanitarian supplies 

entered Tigray. WFP said no convoy has reached Mekelle since mid-December; stocks of 

nutritionally fortified food for the treatment of malnourished children and women are now 

exhausted, and the last of WFP’s cereals, pulses and oil were already distributed. 

Additional medical supplies were airlifted to Mekelle, but partners are not able to dispatch and 

distribute them to health facilities across Tigray due to lack of fuel. In general, 9.4 million 

people within Ethiopia and 63,110 refugees in Sudan need immediate humanitarian aid. 

UNOCHA says bureaucratic impediments continue to impede humanitarian access, presence, 

and operations. Besides, “due to fuel scarcity in Tigray, some partners have suspended food 

dispatch since 10 December, and they will be forced to suspend distribution from 25 December 

onwards if no additional fuel is made available” says UNOCHA. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR3FLsN2iHQFkphURxg-d30B4NsI_MzvZrjk60mZdhipoVNyDdGthWPeTec
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Figure 16: A tweet from World Food Programme (WFP) 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) on 14 January warned that its life-saving 
food assistance operations in Tigray are about to grind to a halt because intense fighting has 
blocked the passage of fuel and food. 

William Davison, Senior Analyst at Crisis Group, reported that despite pledge to allow fuel 

tankers to enter Tigray, allow NGO more cash and more humanitarian flights into Tigray, 27 

trucks which tried to enter Tigray were turned back by “Prosperity Party Authorities”. 

According to Reuters, in the largest hospital in Tigray, a child wounded in an air strike bled to 

death after doctors ran out of gauze and intravenous fluids and a baby died because there 

were no fluids for dialysis. Doctors at the Ayder Referral Hospital say the lack of supplies is 

largely the result of a months-long government aid blockade on the region. 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.wfp.org/news/no-food-no-fuel-no-funding-wfps-northern-ethiopia-operations-grinding-halt
https://twitter.com/wdavison10/status/1485328785289449483?s=20
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/doctors-say-lives-are-lost-hospitals-ethiopias-tigray-due-dwindling-supplies-2022-01-05/?fbclid=IwAR0VxkxpM5YYp2ieBxwkbccgtuibqk7gPYNuFLrClMF5yBi0EmVZKAxe70U
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Figure 17: A screenshot taken from Reuters 

Whereas Al-Jazeera said aid agencies have suspended their work in part of Tigray region after 
a deadly air attack on a camp for displaced people in the town of Dedebit. “Humanitarian 
partners suspended activities in the area due to the ongoing threats of drone strikes,” Al-
Jazeera said citing UNOCHA. 

               

 

 

http://www.cardeth.org/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/9/aid-agencies-suspend-work-in-northwest-tigray-after-deadly-strike?fbclid=IwAR2C8QErpGo_F4XQz0At2dAPsAHA6Uy5kpOm-o2VF2mXwTqH32MZTCeGwsw
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